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STREET CORNER DEDICATED 


Bishop Ford and celebration attendees point to the 
memorial plaque. 


On a hot July day in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
the saints gathered with Presiding Bishop Louis 
H. Ford to finish a project he initiated in January 
of 1991. January 24, 1991, during the Holy Ghost 
Conference, Bishop Ford and a large number of 
conference delegates went to the corner of 8th 
and Gaines Street and dedicated that spot of 
ground. The site is a holy and meaningful spot 
to the COGIC faithful, because there is where 
Bishop C.H. Mason received a revelation; the 
name of his fledging organization: Church Of 
God In Christ. For years the local people in Little 
Rock knew of the spot but attached little true 


value to it. For many long time saints, especially 
those whom knew Bishop Mason personally, the 
comer was historically significant. During that 
1991 January afternoon, Bishop Ford proposed 
that spot be commemorated and a permanent 
marker be placed there. On July 28, 1992 
Presiding Bishop Ford stood among many 


_ dignitaries and did exactly that. 


The large 36 inch by 24 inch, royal rouge, 
granite plaque was laid into the side walk and 
then dedicated to the memory of C.H. Mason 
and the pioneers of the Church Of God In Christ. 
Bishops Walker and Lindsey, both of Arkansas, 
labored to have the city fathers and state officials 
officially sanction the historic dedication. Their 
efforts, and those of the Presiding Bishop, proved 
worthy — forever, changing that corner to a 
historic spot of interest . The plaque is beautifully 
constructed by Lambert Monuments and Granite 
Works of Memphis and has a simple and readable 
message inscribed. The plaque relates that C.H. 
Mason was inspired through the word of God to 
consider I Thessolonians 2:14 as the source of 
the Church’s name. At that time Bishop Mason 
could hardily have imagined the growth and 
strength of the organization he started in 
Lexington, Mississippi and named while in Little 
Rock, in 1897. He listened to what God said, 
and now the Church Of God In Christ is a 
worldwide name. 

At the laying of the commemorative plaque 
into the side walk were many notable per- 
sonalities. Presiding Bishop Ford, General Board 
of Bishops member, Bishop J.N. Haynes, 
Chairman of the National Board of Trustees, 
Bishop Roger Jones, Chairman of the Board of 


Bishops, Bishop J.H. Sherman, Superintendent 
of National Properties, Bishop W.L. Porter, many 
area bishops, pastors, missionaries and saints. 
Each person in attendance was proud to say they 
were one of the nearly 200 persons gathered for 
the special dedication. That day will ever be a 
part of the history of the Church Of God In Christ. 


The plaque and the historic inscription. 


126TH C.H. MASON BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 


BY 

Bishop L.H. Ford and the host bishops of six 
southern states: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and Illinois 
invite the saints to Lexington, Mississippi for the 
126th celebration of Bishop C.H. Mason’s birth. 
Lexington is the birth place of the Church Of 
God In Christ and on the sacred grounds of Saints 
College the saints will gather. September 8-11, 
1992, Saints College will be the site of a great 
tent revival. Daily at 12:00 PM and 7:30 PM the 
best of anointed preaching, singing and music 
will be offered in worship and praise. Come and 
enjoy an old fashion Holy Ghost camp meeting 
and hear some of the best preaching anywhere. 
This meeting will be reminiscent of days gone 
by when the Church Of God In Christ was 
emerging from the Gin House building. Now the 
Church is made of millions of members in 
America and 52 countries around the world. 

The theme for this old camp meeting: “The 
Man, C.H. Mason, Greatly Used Of God: 
Celebrating A Living Heritage,” will be 
vigorously presented. Bishop Ford and some of 
the elderly saints who knew Bishop Mason will 
speak about the power, glory and commitment of 
the man. Bishop Ford was taught by Bishop 
Mason, and those years spent being mentored by 
Bishop Mason are fond in his memory. It has 


September 8-1] 


been 126 years since C.H. Mason’s birth and 
nearly 30 years since his death. On September 
8, 1992 the entire Church will celebrate the 
founder’s birth date. September 9, 1992 the 
steeple on the new Deborah Mason Patterson 
Building will be raised. On Friday, September 
11, 1992 the laying of the cornerstone shall be 
conducted. Each of these activities will be historic 
and unique. For those in attendance, they will 
have something historical to share with later 
generations. 

Plans are now underway to reopen Saints 
College in 1993. The building of the Deborah 
Mason Patterson Building is nearly 90% finished. 
This building will be the center piece for the 
reopening of Saimts; College. Currently, 
renovation on the campus’ other historic buildings 
is continuing. The future is quickly coming into 
focus and the campus will be beautifully restored 
and opened to educate and train youth. In an 
effort to bring the dream into reality, Presiding 
Bishop Ford is asking for every saint to present 
a minimum of $100.00 as a commemorative 
birthday gift to the memory of C.H. Mason. 
Bishop Ford has requested that all money be 
reported to one’s own jurisdictional bishop. 
Possibly, those who desire to report at Lexington, 
— the opportunity will yet be available. Gifts 


can be sent to the following address: Bishop 
Mason’s Birthday Celebration, PO. Box 320, 
Memphis, TN. 38101. 

As Stated in the last edition of The Whole Truth, 
the rennovation and construction of other projects 
are well underway. In Memphis the renovation 
of the emergency shelter for the homeless, “Home 
of Love and Hope” on 2nd and Linden Avenue 
is progressing. The Saints Haven Housing which 
is being prepared for physically impaired persons 
is likewise being renovated. This facility will 
house the physically impaired who desire to 
attend the Holy Convocation. During the 
Lexington meeting the delegates will receive an 
update about all the building projects in which 
the Church’s administration is currently 
involved. 

For those desiring to attend the weeks 
activities, there are two hotels in the Jackson area 
where the saints can find appropriate lodging. 
Holiday Inn, located at 2649 Highway 80 West 
will gladly house the saints. Room price is 
$42.00 nightly. The hotel may be reached at 
601-355-3472. Another possible hotel on Inter- 
state 55 North is the Ramada Inn Renaissance. 
The rooms are more up scale, $75.00 nightly. 
For information call 1-800-228-2828. 


EDITORIAL 
WHAT MEANS THIS STONE? 


by Dr. David Hall 


acne Se Soe nsu ayer ones 


David Hall contemplates the moment. 


I was there on July 28, 1992, when that piece 
of Missouri granite was laid into the Little Rock, 
Arkansas sidewalk. I was witness to the actions 
of our gray headed and wise patriarch of heritage 
and organizational perpetuation. His words were 
those of insight, power and encouragement about 
the Church. He focused in on the contributions 
of C.H. Mason and the many pioneers who have 
blazed the trail before and made our path straight. 
He shared the vision of Bishop Mason and helped 
each person there realize the personal commit- 
ment we all share in that vision. As the crowd 
left that spot of ground, made hollowed by his 
words and prayers, I knelt down and read the 
inscription again. I concluded this stone can tell 
its own story, but will future generations re- 
member? 

In the Book of Joshua, chapter 4, verse 6, 


Joshua desired to mark the point where God 
performed a great miracle for Israel. The Lord 
parted the waters of the Jordan River and allowed 
Israel entrance into the Promised Land. Joshua 
ordered that twelve stones be placed at that point 
as a marker of the time God worked in behalf 
of his people. He reflected, “That this may be a 
sign among you, that when your children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean 
ye by these stones?” Joshua then indicated what 
the stones meant. Unlike today, Joshua’s stones 
had no inscription, but God through His word 
has allowed future generations to have the 
meaning and purpose of Josuha’s stones placed 
in the spirit of His people. 

As I watched the activities and read the 
inscription in the memorial stone, it deepened 
my sense of this oganization’s great journey 
through time. The gravity of this symbol is far 
reaching and deeper than any of us can imagine. 
Bishop Ford has stepped into a higher realm of 
leadership because he has signalled his concern 
to preserve the past, but equally make the 
appropriate effort to provide a memorial for the 
children of the future. Though the inscription 
does not bear his name, The Whole Truth must 
recognize his thoughtfulness. Now future 
generations can come to that spot and stand in 
solemn prayer and remembrance of C.H. Mason. 
The location and the very symbol of the stone 
suggest the permanence of the Church Of God 
In Christ as an earthly institution with a heavenly 
perspective. The name is powerful, purposeful 
and will stand until Jesus comes again. This fact 
is made sure, not due to it being written in stone, 
but due to the fact the saints will remember and 
follow the way of the Lord as taught by C.H. 
Mason. 

What does this stone mean? It means that our 
future generations have a physical location to 
prominently associate the origin of the most 
significant Church in the world. Our Church! 


Office 
of the 
JAresiding Bishop 


Dear Saints: 
Holy Greetings ! 


I want to take this means to thank you 
for the wonderful support you have given 
during the past two and a-half years. May 
God bless you for the love you have shown 
me. 

Never in the history of our church has 
there been a greater need for re-opening our 
school, therefore, I trust you will support, 
as well as attend, our Founder’s Week 
Observance to be held. September 8-11, 
1992 on the.campus of Saints College in 
Lexington, Mississippi. 

Again, we will be under the big tent 
enjoying old fashion teaching, preaching 
and healing services. In the past, the Lord 
has blessed in these services and we look 
forward to an even greater outpour of His 
Spirit. 

We will also be laying the cornerstone for 
the Deborah Mason Patterson Multi- 
Purpose Hall and your presence at this 
ceremony, and others, will be important. 

Until we meet, may God’s blessings be 
with you. 


Sincerely in Christ, 


Presiding Bishop 
Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 


PRESIDENT OF PUBLISHING BOARD 
ANNOUNCES SEARCH FOR MANUSCRIPTS 


One of the great needs facing our Church today 
is a requirement to produce written material by 
COGIC authors. In general there is an increased 
interest in Christian literature. I have seen it in 
the progress experienced by our bookstore at 
headquarters. I have seen it in the rise of new 
bookstores opening in several major cities. It is 
further evidenced in our Holy Convocations and 
various national conventions, as the saints 
purchase fine Christian books, and other reading 
material made available to them. The biggest gap 
is in material written by COGIC writers. 

After much planning we have arrived at the 


point that we can offer publishing services to 


COGIC writers. We have a three point program. 
The Publishing Board will read manuscripts 


submitted to the Board. It is important however, 
to advise all potential authors that the reading is 
done with no obligation to publish any material. 
Our program will follow this process. The 
Publishing Board may react to submitted 
manuscripts in one of the four ways. 


1. Publish material we are interested in. 

2. Offer to assist the author in publishing as a 
joint venture partner 

3. Offer information as to how an author can 
publish his/her material 

4. Inform the author that the Publishing Board 
has no interest in the material submitted. 


In order to serve our Church well, it is vital 
that we make clear our primary responsibility. It 
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is to Our mission to provide Christian literature 
to our membership. It is a secondary considera- 
tion to participate with any individual in the 
publication of any material. We must therefore 
reserve the right not to accept any material for 
publication. 

The Publishing Board wishes to invite you to 
submit your manuscripts. We promise to be 
objective in our evaluations. It is my fervent hope 
that great material will come forth form the 
talented and blessed people of God we serve. 


AN 


Bishop Norman N. Quick 


——, 


NATIONAL PASTORS AND ELDERS COUNCIL 
PAYS TRIBUTE TO WIDOW OF PAST CHAIRMAN 


Bishop L.H. Ford greeting the Council. 


Dr. J.P. Morgan, acting chairman of the 
National Pastors and Elders Council, presented 
Sister Bonnie Knight and 2 of her 3 children, 
Kelly and Barry, to the 13th Annual Pastors and 
Elders Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

Sister Knight was widowed in July of this year 
when her husband, Superintendent Franklyn E. 
Knight was taken from labor to reward. Elder 
Knight had served the Council faithfully for 4 
years as its chairman, and was a member of the 
Executive Board of the General Assembly. 

Sister Knight used this opportunity to pay 
tribute to her husband and to the Council. She 
said, “IF he were here tonight, he would say, ‘It 
has been my pleasure to work with each of you, 
and thank you for your loyalty and support of me 
for the past 4 years.’” 

Dr. J.P. Morgan, acting out of Godly 
compassion, was equally gracious. On behalf of 
Presiding Bishop L.H. Ford and the National 


Council of Pastors and Elders, he donated all of 
the conference proceeds to Sister Knight, which 
would have gone to her husband had he served 
out his term. His unselfish example is a hallmark 
of a true servant of God’s people. 

Dr. Morgan is the Administrative Assistant to 
Bishop C.W. Williams, and Superintendent in the 
2nd Jurisdiction of Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire. He is also pastor of the Holy Trinity 
Church Of God In Christ in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. Dr Morgan has been an ardent 
supporter of the National Pastors and Elders 
Council for 25 years; serving as the Chairman of 
Finance for 11 years, Vice Chairman under Dr. 
A.D. Baxter, and Vice Chairman to Elder 
Franklyn Knight for 4 years. 

The Pastors and Elders of the National Council 
wish to salute the host bishops of Florida, Bishop 
M.L. Sconiers, Bishop C.D. Kinsey, Bishop 
Jacob Cohen and Bishop W.E. Davis for their 
loyal support of the National Pastors and Elders 
Council. Salutations again to Dr. J.P. Morgan for 
his amicable fidelity to the Council and his 
magnanimous generosity to our late chairman’s 
wife and children. 

The evening services were held at the Malone 
Memorial Institutional Church Of God In Christ, 
Bishop M.L. Sconiers, host pastor. The 
conference was well attended by the pastors and 
elders, and we were blessed with the presence of 
28 bishops, including the Presiding Bishop L.H. 
Ford, who was the keynote speaker at our banquet; 
and as usual, everyone in attendance was greatly 
blessed by his anointed message. 

We solicit your prayers for our acting chairman, 
and or the continued success of the National 
Pastors and Elders Council. 


Executive Staff and Secretaries 
National Pastors and Elders Council 


THANKS 


Presiding Bishop Louis H. Ford 
and all General Board Members: 
Bishop J. H. Sherman, Chairman, 
and all members of the Bishops’ 
Council 


Dr. Frank Ellis, Chairman, and all 
General Assembly Delegates 


Elder J. P. Morgan, Chairman, and 
all members of the Pastors and 
Elders Council 


Mother Mattie McGlothen and all 
Executives of the Women’s 
Department 


FROM: Rev./Atty. John L. Butler, 
Judiciary Board Member 


Honorable Sirs and Ladies: 


Lest I be as guilty as the nine lepers who 
failed to return to give thanks, I am writing 
to formally say “THANKS!” for your 
support in electing me to the first Church 
Of God In Christ Judiciary Board. 


I solicit your continued prayerful support, 
for me and all the other JUDICIARY 
BOARD MEMBERS, as we endeavor to 
carry out the mandate you have given us. 


Respectfully Yours, 


JOHN L. BUTLER 


NEBRASKA AS ONE 


The Man Of the Hour - Bishop Vernon Richardson 


Bishop Vernon Richardson 


On September 20, 1991, Elder Vernon 
Richardson became the Bishop of Nebraska. 

His Grace, the Chief Apostle, Bishop Louis 
H. Ford along with Bishop P.A. Brooks and 
Bishop C.L. Anderson of the General Board 
consecrated and bestowed the honor of bishopric 
upon Elder Vernon Richardson. 

With the death of Bishop Booker T. McDonald 
and the emeritus of Bishop Monte J. Bradford, 
the General Board, Bishop P.A. Brooks (Interim 
Bishop), along with the recommendations from 
the pastors of Nebraska, and following the leading 
of the Lord, agreed to combine the Nebraska 
Eastern Jurisdiction and the Nebraska North East 
Jurisdiction into one jurisdiction — Nebraska 
Jurisdiction. 


Bishop Vernon Richardson 


Bishop Richardson surrendered his life unto 
the Lord in June 1922. In 1932, he preached out 
his first church in Texarkansas, Arkansas. In 1934, 
as a licensed minister he preached out nine 
churches in the Arkansas and Kansas areas. Later 
in 1946 he was ordained by the late overseer 
Charles Pleas in Kansas City, Kansas. Elder 
Richardson then moved to Stockton, California 
and united with the late Bishop George 
McGlothlen. While in the California area, he was 
founder and pastor of Victory Temple Church Of 
God In Christ. The late Bishop George 
McGlothlen, who was the presiding bishop over 
the Nebraska area, was accompanied to Omaha 
by Elder Richardson in 1954, who then founded 
the Faith Temple COGIC (a storefront church). 
In 1976, Bishop Richardson purchased the New 
Faith Temple COGIC at 2108 Emmett Street 
where he is yet pastor. 

Much has been accredited to Bishop 
Richardson since his relocation to Nebraska. The 
local church body has been active in the 
community — helping those in need. The church 
was purchased in 1960 — they had a 25-year 
loan, but the Lord blessed them to pay the 
mortgage off in 7 years. 

In 1961, Bishop Richardson was pastor of the 
first black church of any denomination to 
broadcast live on the radio. He continues to this 
date with seven hours throughout the week (aired 
on radio and television) and three of those hours 
are live and direct programs from his church, 
Faith Temple COGIC, on Channels 23 and 2. 

This is the Bishop’s 29th year of carrying out 
God’s direction. The Lord has given the Bishop 
to have a 3-day consecration every new year and 
6 months into the year. Thursday night was 
miracle night during his 1992 shut-in. Bishop was 
blessed with the strength to lay hands on 305 


souls. Many miracles were wrought and many 
souls were blessed. 

When asked the questions, “What does being 
“Bishop” mean to you?” and “How do you 
envision this position affecting your work in 
Nebraska?,” Bishop answered “God has chosen 
me to lead his people,” and the Lord also gave 
him the theme “Cooperation is Essential for 
Success in a Religious Enterprise” (Exodus 
17:12a and Judges 20:11b) for Nebraska. 

The highlight of Bishop’s first months in office 
was a fellowship prayer with the Saints and the 
Salem Baptist Church family which is pastored 
by the Reverend Maurice Watson. Salem’s 
sanctuary was packed with 905 people who were 
there to participate in a great spirit-lead prayer. 

In February (this year), Nebraska held its first 
annual Bishop’s Banquet. It was a festive 
occasion held at the luxurious Red Lion Inn in 
downtown Omaha. The dining hall was 
overflowing with saints who came to hear our 
senior Bishop, the honorable Louis Henry Ford, 
give the address. Bishop Ford reminded the Saints 
that they were in essence standing on “Holy 
Ground” because Nebraska is the state where the 
first national supervisor (Mother Lizzie 
Robinson) lived. 

Others who attended the banquet for Bishop 
Richardson were the honorable Bishop Brown 
from Kansas Central, Bishop Richardson’s 
daughters Lenoe Escol from Los Angeles, 
California and Willie B. Kingcannon from 
Denver, Colorado. He also received many cards 
and letters of congratulation from all over the 
country. — 

The Saints of Nebraska are praying with the 
Bishop as he leads us to greater heights in the 
Lord. 


Submitted by Missionary Bessie Ellington 


BISHOP ITHIEL C. 
CLEMMONS (Incumbent) 
Prelate, First Jurisdiction of 
Eastern New York 
Candidate: General Board 

of Bishops 


Church Experience: Active 

ministry 49 years 

e Pastoral ministry 38 years 

¢ Currently pastor of First COGIC, Brooklyn, 
New York and Wells Memorial, Greensboro, 
NC 

¢ Appointed prelate 1988, after serving under 
Bishops Kelly and FD. Washington, deceased 
members of General Board 

¢ Preached in Africa, Europe and Central 
America 

¢ Former Chief Endorsing agent for chaplains 


Education: B.A. & Master of Arts, 
New York University 

¢ M. Div. Union Theological Seminary 

¢ D. Min. Union Theological Seminary and New 
York Theological Seminary 


Professional Profile: Past President, The Society 

for Pentecostal Studies 

¢ Member Council of Churches City of New York 

¢ Contributing author, The Encyclopedia of 
Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements 

¢ Current Work, 1992, The Saints, The Story of 
the Formative Years of the Church Of God In 
Christ 


Goal: I can help the General Board to keep on 
target the COGIC distinctive ministry of 
prayer, purity, power and to the poor so 
that the local pastor and congregation can 
be empowered for ministry in a 21st 
Century Secular Society. 


Church Of God In Christ 


ST. CARRIE DINWIDDIE, 
State Supervisor (Incumbent) 
Eastern Missouri and Western 
Illinois Jurisdiction 

Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: Missionary 
69 years 

* Jurisdictional Supervisor 29 years 

* Local church, Christ Temple COGIC 


Education: B.S. Education, Southern Illinois 
University 
¢ M.S. Education, Southern Illinois University 


Goal: As a 10 year incumbent, it is my desire to 
continue serving on the National Trustee 
Board as a representative of the Depart- 
ment of Women. 


MEET THE CANDII 


BISHOP WILLIAM JAMES, 
Prelate, First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction of Northern Ohio 
Candidate: General Board 

of Bishops 


Church Experience: Active 

member of COGIC 55 years 

¢ Evangelist and pastor over 50 
years 

¢ Pastor of St. James COGIC 41 years 

¢ Pastor of James Temple COGIC 37 years 

¢ Appointed jurisdictional bishop by Bishop J.O. 
Patterson in 1988 


Professional Profile: Served as National President 
Youth Congress 12 years 


Education: Attended Clark University 
¢ B.A. Eastern Nazarene College 


Goal: To become a contributing member of the 
national leadership, pastors and laity 
enabling our Church to evolve into all that 
God wants it to be. 


GENERAL BOARD OF BIS 


BISHOP GILBERT EARL 

PATTERSON 

Prelate, Tennessee 4th 

Jurisdiction 

Candidate: General Board 
of Bishops 


Church Experience: Active in 

Ministry 36 years 

¢ Founder and Pastor Bountiful 
Blessings Temple of Deliverance COGIC 

¢ Established seven congregations in Memphis, 
Detroit, Toledo and Forrest City, Arkansas 

¢ Pastor of a 3,700 member congregation 


Professional Profile: Nationwide broadcast on 

BET Cable Network (Seen by 26 million) 

¢ President and General Manager WBBP Gospel 
Radio Station 


Civic Profile: Member several ministerial 

coalitions 

¢ President Bountiful Blessing Christian 
Academy 


Goal: I want to be a part of the management 
team to help develop the Church Of God 
In Christ’s master plan as we face the 21st 
century. 


OFFICE OF GENERAL TREASURER 


BISHOP TIMOTHY T. SCOTT 
Prelate, Northern Jurisdiction 
Mississippi 

Candidate: General Treasurer 


Church Experience: 42 years in | 4a 

active ministry 

¢ Served as pastor of 4 congregations 

¢ Currently pastor of St. James COGIC 

¢ Appointed office of bishop 1972 

¢ Superintendent of Construction for the Deborah 
M. Patterson Multi-Purpose Building 

¢ Member National Board of Trustees 


Education: B.S. Mississippi Valley State 
University 


Goal: To support the current administration and 
provide vital leadership the area of the 
Church’s financial operations. The 
standard of integrity and sound business 
procedures are necessary for today. 


JULIAN C. JACKSON, D.Min., 
Pastor (Incumbent) 

Eastern Florida Jurisdiction 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: Pastor New 
Gamble Memorial COGIC 
¢ 10 years National Trustee Board 


o\. 


Education: A.A. Liberal Arts - Dade Community 

College 

* B.S.W. Florida International University 

¢ M.A. - St. Thomas University 

¢ D. Min. - South Florida Center for Theological 
Studies 


Goal: I am committed to continue carrying out 
the functions of trusteeship as prescribed 
by the constitution of the Church ... 
Holding in trust property committed to the 
board for the use and benefit of members 
of Church Of God In Christ. 


BISHOP FRANK OTHA 
WHITE 

Prelate, Third Jurisdiction Eastern 
New York 

Candidate: General Treasurer 


Church Experience: 28 years in at ; 
active ministry 

¢ Member of COGIC 44 years 

¢ Served on National Finance Team 

¢ Held numerous jurisdictional positions 

¢ Pastor of Little Zion COGIC 


Education: Bachelor Degree, Business Adminis- 
tration, Hofstra University 


Goal: To maintain banking arrangements, to 
receive, have custody of and disburse 
Church Of God In Christ monies and 
securities; to be responsible for the 
financial aspects of real estate transactions 
and the preparation of meaningful financial 
statements (quarterly, biannual, etc.) in a 
proficient manner, such as to achieve the 
best interests of this great Church. 


NATIONAL TRUSTEE B¢ 


DWIGHT E. WALLS 
(Incumbent) 

Great Lakes Michigan Jurisdiction 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: 43 years 

in COGIC 

¢ Assistant pastor, Shiloh COGIC 
¢ National Trustee Board 4 years 
¢ National Adjutant 

¢ National Security Force 


Education: A.A. Early Childhood Development, 
Washtenaw College 
* CDA Childhood Development 


Goal: When re-elected will carry out the mandate 
of the General Assembly. Will work with 
the Presiding Bishop and General Board 

. 1.e. budgeting all departments, giving 
oversight of properties and business affairs 
as they pertain to the Church. 


OFFICE OF 
GENERAL 
SECRETARY 


JIIDATES 
BISHOPS 


BISHOP NORMAN N. 
QUICK 


BISHOP EARL J. WRIGHT 
Prelate, Second Jurisdiction 


i 


BISHOP W.W. HAMILTON 


ae Interim) 
Prelate, Rhode Island . Southwestern Michigan \ i ot) 
Jurisdiction eK Candidate: General Board Deas poi aap iil 
Candidate: General Board =. of Bishops cb rE Tee LY _ = 
of Bishops . Church Experience: 32 years as Py \ i. 


‘ Church Experience: Saved 49 

Church Experience: Active in ; years 

ministry over 37 years 43 years in active ministry COGIC 

Pastor of Childs Memorial Pastor Miller Memorial sip G Vj 

COGIC GOGIG 30,jenrs astor, Greater Victory Temple COGIC 

President of COGIC Publishing Board Pastor Davi 7 We Reece A acd 
pec aston Dausaleor ie. ¢ Interim General Secretary COGIC 

Chaired Task Force for Yes Lord Hymnal Former Administrative Assistant Southwest y 

Founding Member COGIC Hospital Fund Michigan 

Parliamentarian: General Assembly Chief Registrar UNAC-5 18 years 

Founding COGIC Representative Congress of Served on several committees General 

National Black Churches Assembly, Chairman Ways & Means Commit- 


tee 
MOTOS Teo o TG IL aS Coll oi on Served as Chairman, Executive Committee, 
New York 


¢ M.S. Education, New York University Board of Bishops 


ordained clergy 
¢ Pastor and Founder of Hamilton Memorial 


Education: A.A. City College of San Francisco 
¢ B.Th. Simpson College 
* M.B.A. Golden State University 


Professional Profile: Commissioner San 
Francisco Redevelopment 

¢ American Arbitration Association 

¢ Terminal Chief, American President Lines 

¢ U.S. Air Force, Jet Pilot 


Professional Profile: President, Council of Sal Mee Lato: Bhatela) be Da ete ae 


Churches of the City of New York 
¢ Chairman, Board of Trustees Council of 


Professional Profile: involved in numerous social 
and civic groups 


Goal: Supporting Those Who Minister 


Enterprises, Inc. ¢ Life member NAACP 
¢ Religious/Political advisor, Mayor of New York ¢ Past Chairman, Executive Board NAACP 
¢ Founder of Grace Child Care Center ¢ Co-chairman, Mayor’s Clergy Committee 
¢ Founder of Childs Memorial Christian ¢ Member, FEMA Board 
Academy Be 
Goal: To help bring to fruition the programs of MRS. JANNIE CALDWELL 
Goal; To: become the yoiceol the eeneral our Great Church which are designed to FOSTER MISSIONARY 
delegation on the General Board. By doing clarify and reaffirm our holiness doctrine, Header 8 ee ee 
quarters Jurisdiction 
SO, Open the door to more resources and improve and perfect our entire financial Candidate: General Secretary 
influence to shaping the necessary ministry system to deal with urban crisis and to 
for the future of the Church Of God In promote spiritual renewal. Church Experience: 47 years in 
Christ. COGIC 
¢ Missionary Evangelist 
¢ Member of Williams Temple COGIC 
GENERAL ELECTION Education: B.A. Grambling State University 
r Professional Profile: Involved in governmental 
92 REMINDER and private business activities 
¢ Community Development Specialist 
This year, not only marks the General Election for the heads of our great Goal: My goal is to bring my clerical skills, in 
Church; but it also marks the year America determines who will spend the addition to my management experience to 
next four years in the “White House.” full time service, which would best serve 
Normally 50,000 to 70,000 saints attend our Holy Convocation in the Church 
November. God has made us the head and not the tail. Remember the 
words of Jesus, “occupy until I come.” We must take measures to vote in 
this General Election before we leave home! 
Register to vote by absentee ballot. Contact your local Board of Election 
Office for specific details. Let us make sure we put the right man in the 
White House. 
BISHOP W.D. HAYNES 
Evangelist Hazel Templeton Lubbock, Texas 
Candidate: General Secretary 
Church Experience: Pastor, Christ 
he BOARD Temple COGIC 37 years and 
will Haynes Memorial Chapel 21 years 


¢ Appointed Jurisdictional Bishop, Republic of 
Panama 1964 


EDWARD BURNS, SR. ELDER | 
¢ National officer of the International Youth 


Flint, Michigan 


WILLIAM DEAN, JR., Pastor 
Northern Mississippi Jurisdiction 


Candidate: National Trustee Board |} 


Church Experience: 28 years in 


Church 
e 22 years in ministry 


Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: Pastor St. 
Paul COGIC and St. Peter COGIC 
e 22 years in pastoral ministries 
¢ State YPWW President 


Congress 


Education: Attended Texas College 
¢ 20th Century Bible Institute 


Professional Profile: Child Care and Development 


* local church Greater Holy Temple ¢ Career Motivation Lectureships 


Goal: Having considerable experience in Sa ea aonal Pont) * Community Development Specialist 


management and budgetary processes, my Education: B.S. Mississippi Valley State 


Goal: Will relocate in Memphis of arranged by 
goal is to help improve the performance University 


of the Board of Trustees. 


¢ M.S. Southern University 
¢ M.S. Ed. Admin. - Mississippi Valley State 
University 


Work: Superintendent of Education - Holmes 
County Mississippi 


Goal: To assist in making the trustee board 
accountable to the General Assembly and 
to properly and manage the Church’s 
money and property. 


Trustees continued on page 7 


General Assembly for four years. 


ct 


THE GENESIS ACCOUNT 


By: Reverend Doeford G. Shirley 


How vivid, are the memories of my inability 
to understand the scriptures, prior to my receiving 
the Holy Ghost. The Bible was an excellent source 
of a sleeping tablet, as I was sure to fall asleep 
each time as I read it, and without obtaining any 
understanding of what I had read. Equally vivid, 
is my memory of the erratic change that occurred 
after receiving the Holy Ghost. For suddenly, that 
“Sleeping Tablet” had transformed into a “No 
Doze” and a “Quicker-picker-upper!“ The Divine 
Interpreter was present alongside every word, and 
LIFE Illuminated from its pages as if it had been 
suddenly plugged into an electrical charge! This 
memory, is particularly relative to the book of 
Genesis, as it was from the very first verse of the 
very first chapter, that I began and discovered a 
correlation of the creation story; to that of the 
“new birth.” Hence, the Genesis Account! 

In the beginning (before we came to God) our 
lives were without form, it was void! it was 
empty! And darkness covered the faces of our 
soul. There was no substance nor comliness to 
us, we were just a blob of nothingness. But when 
we came to God, the Spirit of God — the Holy 
Ghost — the giver of life moved across our souls 
and gave us shape ... gave us form ... gave us 
substance ... gave us meaning and, it was then 
that we received life! (Genesis 1:1-3). In Genesis 
1:6 we read; “and God said, let there be a 
firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters. In comparing 
this event to that of the ‘New Birth’, the 


BLIND EMPLOYEE 
OF THE YEAR 


‘ats 


| lle 


Angela Sims, 1992 Blind Employee of the Year with 
husband Melvin of Kansas City, Kansas. 


Annetta V. Sims, an employee at the Kansas 
City satellite facility of Wichita Industries & 
Services for the Blind (WISB), has been named 
as the agency’s 1992 John F Eberhardt Blind 


Employee of the ear. The selection was announced . 


Wednesday evening, June 10, by Linda Merrill, 
WISB president, at the agency’s annual awards 
banquet held in Wichita. 

Totally blind since she was two years old, 
Annetta Sims is a seamstress who has mastered 
her craft during the past four years she has worked 
at WISB. Top-stitching highway safety vests, 
sewing mattress covers, pillow ticking, and 
serging pillowcases are among her daily projects. 
She enjoys challenges, willingly accepts new 
assignments, and takes great pride in her work. 

Annetta lost her sight as a result of spinal 
meningitis. She enjoyed several music classes 
and extracurricular activities involving music 
while she attended the Kansas City School for 
the Blind. After graduation, she began working 
at a manufacturing plant in Kansas City, where 
she met her husband of 35 years. She raised three 
children, and in 1981, Annetta decided that with 
her children grown, it was time to go back to 
work because, as she ways, “Staying at home 
wasn’t for me.” 

Annetta is a quiet, modest woman whose 
strength and kindness are admired by those who 
know her. A minister’s wife with two sons, a 


“firmament” would be symbolic of the Holy 
Ghost. And, waters from waters” symbolic of 
salvation and religion. For when God takes up 
residence in the midst of ones heart and soul, 
through the infilling of the Holy Ghost, salvation 
is separated from religion. This “firmament” is a 
solid foundation, the basis of separation between 
hell and Heaven - between sin and redemption. 
Religion is nothing more than an institutionalized 
system of religious practices, beliefs and attitudes 
that do not necessarily relate to nor imply ones 
firm belief in, nor love for, God. And, in most 
cases, is just an umbrella of hypocrisy held firm 
and high by Satan himself, the author of religion, 
as he himself is extremely religious. 

The Holy Ghost infilling, is the power and 
source of separation between religion and 
salvation. Salvation is the product of the Holy 
Ghost that causes Satan to tremble, as it channels 
through the everflowing stream of Calvary’s 
Blood and converts into the automobile that 
transports us to Heaven. The devil cannot touch 
nor even come near the umbrella of salvation ... 
it separates! The perpetuation of salvation is 
embedded in “The Church” as it gathers together, 
(“...Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 
together unto one place...”) (Genesis 1:9) for 
when “The Church” comes together, all that’s left 
is “Dry Land” Hallelujah! And God calls that 
“Dry Land” The World; but the gathering together 
of the saints He calls “The Church” and, He tells 
us: “...to come out from among them, and be 


separate,...”’ (II Corin. 6:17). Not only does God 
step deep down inside and fills us with His 
presence, but His light radiates through us. Thus 
dividing the day of Salvation (The Church) in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from 
the night; and let them be for signs, and for 
seasons...” (Genesis 1:14). And the Lord 
promises us in Mark 16:17 that “...these signs 
shall follow them that believe; In my name shall 
they cast out devils;...”” And then He tells us in 
II Timothy 4:2, to preach the word and to be 
instant in season and out of season! and just as 
God commissioned the lights at creation to give 
light upon the earth (Genesis 1:15) so has He told 
us in the beautiful sermon on the mount that: We 
are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). Again in 
I Thess. 5:5 that: We are the children of light. 
God has also given us dominion (power) over the 
forces of this world and liberty to be fruitful, to 
multiply and to subdue. “But He shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come unto 
you...” (Acts 1:8). 

Our lives are endless series of new beginnings, 
as every morning signifies a fresh start — a brand 
new day we have never seen before with: New 
hopes, new dreams, new challenges and a fresh 
opportunity to find God in a life changing way. 
The Genesis account of the creation story must 
be identifiable in our lives, as we prostrate on 
the Potter’s wheel ready to be formed again in 
the image and in the likeness of our God. 


MOTHER BESSIE KELLY 


August 6, 1900 - September 25, 1990 
(A Pioneer Remembered) 


It was the year we traveled 
to San Francisco for the 
Youth Congress, 1971, we 
learned our Pastor, Bishop 
_ O.M. Kelly would marry 
__ Sister Bessie White. Bishop 

_ had been widowed in the 
homegoing of Mrs. Maudell 
B. Kelly in 1970, after 50 
years together. Sister White 
had become a widow in 1969 by the passing of 
her husband of 51 years, Elder George White. 

Sister Kelly had been a part of our District 
(Central East) and the Eastern New York 
Jurisdiction down through the years, so she was 
not a stranger. 


daughter, and four grandchildren, Annetta 
believes in giving back to her community. Her 
husband, Elder Melins Sims is pastor of St. John 
Temple COGIC in Kansas City, Kansas in the 
Kansas East Jurisdiciton (Bishop W.H. 
McDonald). She plays the piano and performs 
solos at her church, as well as at other churches 
within the Kansas City area. She has also been 
known to send money anonymously to members 
of her church who are in need. 

Annetta Sims is the fifth employee to be named 
WISB’s Employee of the Year. Given since 1987, 
the award was named the John FE. Eberhardt Blind 
Employee of the Year to honor a long-time 
member of WISB’s Board of Directors who 
worked diligently for more than 30 years to 
further the opportunities available to people who 
are blind. 

In addition to a plaque recognizing her as the 
WISB 1992 Blind Employee of the Year, Annetta 
received a $100 cash award and was eligible to 
compete nationally for the Peter J. Salmon Award, 
given by National Industries for the Blind. She 
will be among approximately 50 nominees 
attending the NIB/General Council of Workshops 
Annual Meeting this October in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

WISB is the only private, not-for-profit, 
industrial manufacturing and service agency 
within the state of Kansas offering vocational 
adjustment, training and employment oppor- 
tunities to people whose primary disability is total 
or legal blindness. 


One thing we learned early on in their marriage, 
Bishop loved her and she adored him. She would 
often reflect when Bishop told her she wouldn’t 
have to work any more, if she married him. She 
was ecstatic. 

Mother Kelly began working immediately and 
adapted to being not only a Bishop’s wife, but 
the wife of Mr. Church Of God In Christ! 

A very stately, stylish dresser, for her age, she 
was admired for her ability to always be unique, 
but saintly. This writer would often tell Mother 
Kelly, “When I grow up, I want to be just like 
you!” 

During Bishop Kelly’s extended illness, she 
never missed a day being by his side. Even when 
she, herself, was ill, she would make her way to 
the hospital to be with him. If you were around 
her, you knew how much she loved “Bishop” or 
“Honey” as she affectionately called him. Even 
after Bishop went home to be with the Lord on 
September 16th, 1982, she would wear a button 
bearing his picture: Again, stating her love for 
him, even in death. 

When we were blessed with our new pastor, 
Elder James Gaylord, she would let everyone, 
everywhere know how much she loved and 
respected her Pastor. No matter how well you 
spoke or preached, she’d tell you, “I don’t put 
anyone ahead of my Pastor.” 

To further demonstrate her love for Pastor and 
Sister Gaylord, she initiated the “J-J Club,” for 
James and Josephine. At strategic times, she 
would make presentations to the “J-J Club,” to 
show just how much she loved them. 

If you were fortunate enough to spend anytime 
with Mother Kelly, you knew she had a great 
sense of humor. She would tell it just like she 
saw it; and leave you broken up, while she 
wouldn’t crack a smile. 

As the President of the Eastern New York 
Jurisdiction’s Pastors & Minister Wives, the wives 
could model themselves after her and always seek 
sound wisdom from her. She would often tell 
stories of her early years as a minister’s wife with 
Elder White. You would have to have been there 
— smile. 

Mother Kelly also served as the President of 
the Interdenominational Pastors & Minsters 
Wives Association of New York. 

Mother Kelly was a woman of strong holiness 
values. A woman of faith, and Godliness; one to 
be patterned after. 


Continued on page 7 


“I WENT TO THE OTHER SIDE” 


December 1991 - Elder Howard Huggins had an 
ingrown toenail cut out and afterward the nail 
removed from the big toe, left foot. Due to poor 
circulation the toe could not heal and it ached 
like a toothache. 

February 24, 1992 - Elder Huggins was in 
continuance unbearable pain. We were afraid of 
the worse which would have been gangrene 
poisoning. The doctor said he had only two 
choices, amputation or re-route a large vein to 
send blood to his toes that would promote healing. 
We all decided on the second choice. 

On that Monday, he entered Baptist Hospital 
and surgeons operated from his knee down, re- 
routed a large vein to his toes. The operation was 
a success and the toe began to heal, his condition 
in general improved. 

March 9, hallucinations began. He did not 
know anyone, his children, his wife or anyone 
else. His thoughts went from one extreme to the 
other, he saw people in the room that were not 
there, flash memories and then no memory. He 
refused to talk, swallow or even open his mouth 
for water , food nor medicine. 

HE WENT TO THE’ OTHER SIDE! There in 
Baptist Hospital, he left us, for about 14 days, 
he left us sad and afraid, he went to the other 
side. “I was somewhere with the Lord.” “I went 
with the Lord.” Elder Huggins cannot recall 
names of people or their faces. He only 
remembered being with JESUS. THANK YOU 
JESUS! 

Elder Huggins sang, prayed, testified, 
preached and spoke in tongues like in the early 
days of his ministry. I’ve never seen a sick person 
as happy as he was, rejoicing in the Lord. 
GLORY, GLORY, THANK YOU JESUS and one 
praise after the other. 

He was not too loud in the hospital, not unruly 


NATIONAL TRUSTEE BOARD coninicd fom pace s 


ALFRED D. KNIGHT 
Northeast Michigan Jurisdiction 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: Third Genera- 

tion COGIC 

¢ 15 years in pastoral ministry, 
First Tabernacle COGIC 


Education: A.A. Pre Law - Ferris State College 
* B.S. Administration - Ferris State College 
¢ M.B.A. Central Michigan University 


Work: Senior Manager - gas utility company, 
Detroit 


Goal: Consolidated income statement, balance 
sheet and budget with quarterly monitor- 
ing. Report to all delegates, computeriza- 
tion of manual accounting and reporting 
functions, accurate and timely reporting 
and a yearly audit by a CPA firm of the 
Church’s accounting. 


JOHN I. LITTLE, Pastor 
District of Columbia Jurisdiction 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: Founding 

pastor of Greater Deliverance - 

Christian Center COGIC _. 

¢ Chairman National Chaplain’s Board - Vice 
Endorsing Agent 


Education: B.S. District of Columbia 

Teachers College 

¢ M.S. Education Howard University 

¢ M. Div. Howard University School of Religion 

* Candidate Ph.D. Pastoral Counseling and 
Psychotherapy Howard University 


Work: Adjunct Professor: University of District 
of Columbia 
¢ Fulltime Pastoral Ministry 


Goal: Desire to bring more integrity, business 
acumen, vision, tenacity and assertiveness 
to the Trustee operation. 


(as experienced by Elder Howard Huggins, 
written by Sister Helen Huggins) 


nor did he cause any disturbance. The entire 10th 
floor was spellbound, quiet, a feeling of 
conviction prevailed. No one criticized him. The 
nurses and doctors only looked on and said God 
is the one to trust in. 

The Lord brought to my mind, as his wife, to 
write down some of the glorious songs he sang: 


DO LORD, DO LORD, DO REMEMBER ME 
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS. 
O! precious is the flow that makes me white 
as snow, 
No other fount I know, Nothing but the Blood 
of Jesus. 
What can was away my sins, Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus. 
I’M GOING TO TRUST IN THE LORD, I will 
trust in the Lord. I will trust in the Lord till die. 
WHERE HE LEADS ME, I WILL FOLLOW 
I'VE GOTA WELL MADE UP MIND TO SERVE 
THE LORD 
SIGN ME UP ON THE CARISTIAN JUBILEE 
MY SOUL SAYS, “YES,” YES, YES MY LORD 
I’M HAPPY JESUS ALONE - though poor and 
deserted, thank God I can say, I’m happy with 
Jesus alone 
LORD, HOLD MY HAND WHILE I RUN THIS 
RACE - I don’t want to run this race in vain. 
THERE IS NOT A FRIEND LIKE THE LOWLY 
JESUS, no not one, Jesus knows all about our 
struggles. He will guide til the day is done. 
ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME 
YES, GOD IS REAL, so real in my soul 
AIN’T HE A WONDER IN MY SOUL. Ain’t It a 
Wonder about Jesus 
HE KNOWS JUST HOW MUCH I CAN BEAR 
SOMETHING MIGHTY SWEET ABOUT THE 
LORD 
SAVIOR, SAVIOR DO NOT PASS ME BY 


ROBERT R. SANDERS, Pastor 
First Jurisdiction Illinois 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: 40 years in 

active ministry 

¢ Pastor of New First COGIC, and ® ea... 
All Nations COGIC 

¢ Personal Adjunct to the Presiding Bishop 


Goal: I seek to bring greater integrity, accounta- 
bility, creditability and honesty to the 
Trustee operations. 


JAMES W. SLAUGHTER, 
Superintendent 

California NW Jurisdiction 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience; 21 years 
active ministry 

¢ Pastor Greater Israelite COGIC 
¢ Evangelist 


Goal: I am inspired and anointed to do a greater 
work for the Lord. 


DICKERSON L.S. WELLS, 
Pastor 

Tennessee 5th Jurisdiction 
Candidate: National Trustee Board 


Church Experience: 14 years 
in ministry 

¢ Pastor - Hebrew COGIC 

° State President YPWW 

¢ Member National Evangelism Department staff 


Education: B.A. English LeMoyne Owen College 
¢ MS. Curriculum & Instruction Memphis State 
University 


Goal: To claim the present moment as that 
Opportunity when the creative ability 
within may be summoned to contribute to 
the betterment and future of the COGIC. 


HE’LL UNDERSTAND AND SAY WELL DONE, 
Misunderstood when the battle is won, 
carrying the staff and the cross of redemp- 
tion... 

DON’T FORGET THE FAMILY PRAYER 

I’M YOUR CHILD DEAR LORD, TAKE ME 

THROUGH 

WHEN I SEE JESUS, AMEN All my trouble will 

be over 

SWEET JESUS, HE’S GOD OF EVERY NATION 

BLESS HIS NAME 

THERE’S NOT A FRIEND LIKE THE LOWLY 
JESUS, NO not one — No night so dark that 
his love can’t cheer 

JESUS WILL NEVER SAY NO 


Elder Huggins’ quote: “TI lifted up both hands 
toward heaven, I saw HIS hand. I touched the 
tip of HIS, JESUS’ robe, He turned back around 
and sent me back to my family. THANK YOU 
JESUS, GLORY, GLORY. 

The nurses and doctors said they had never 
seen or heard anything like it. Over night I came 
back and began to drink, eat and have all my 
facilities as before. 

THANK YOU JESUS! Thanks to my six 
children, their husbands and wives, my 
grandchildren who all stayed by my bedside day 
and night. 

A special HALLELUJAH Praise to God for 
His miraculous wonder working power. 
THANKS to all our friends and the saints in 
Oklahoma, Illinois, Mississippi, Texas, Kansas, 
Tennessee, California and wherever prayers went 
up. Surely God heard all of them.” 


(Elder Howard Huggins was dismissed from 
Baptist Hospital, Friday, March 27, 1992. He is 
slowly regaining his strength. Saints please keep 
praying for his complete recovery.) 


Mother Bessie Kelly 


Continued from page 6 


Her support to the National Church will long 
be remembered. For years she continued the 
support for Saints Center that Bishop Kelly had 
begun. She was also a vital supporter of the “We 
liwelve.. 

Even though hospitalized and faced with 
impending death, she still sent her tithe and 
monetary gifts. 

One of Mother Kelly’s strongest desires was 
to live to be 100 years of age. One hundred 
denotes completion. Mother Kelly’s time of 
completion was on Monday morning, September 
25th, 1990, at home. 

In death, as in life, she was laid to rest in a 
fully open, white casket with French gold 
shading, with an inner panel. She wore a white 
beaded suit and a white, with gold trimmed 
headpiece. Elegant, as always. She was interred 
at Mt. Holiness Cemetery in a gold concrete vault, 
just down the hill from Bishop Kelly. 

Mother Kelly leaves to mourn her passing, but 
rejoice in her homegoing, in addition to her loving 
Pastor & Sister Gaylord and the Kelly Temple 
Church Family, a dear, devoted sister, who stood 
by her until the end, Mrs. Julia Pearson; her four 
children, George and James White, Dorothea 
Kelly-Vaughn and Clifford Kelly; twelve 
grandchildren, ten great grandchildren and one 
great, great grandchild and the household of faith. 

Mother Kelly fought a good fight, she kept the 
faith and now she rests. 

Submitted in love and remembrance of her 
second year passing. Lest we forget! 


Kelly Temple Church Family 

Supt. James Gaylord, Pastor 

Ms. Pauline Brown, Membership Secretary 
(reporter) 


MASON TEMPLE PLACED ON 
THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
IN WASHINGTON, DC ON APRIL 10, 1992 


Wilma J. Hughey, 
Commission Member 


Odie H. Tolbert, 
“Archivist 


The idea and initiative to place Mason Temple 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 
Washington, DC. began in 1989 through the 
untiring research and compilation efforts of 
Professor Odie H. Tolbert, Jr., Catalog Librarian 
and an Assistant Professor on the Library Faculty 
at Memphis State University, Memphis, TN, and 
National Archivist for the Historical Museum and 
Fine Arts Center (HMFAC) of the COGIC under 
the Executive Director, Mrs. Sara Jordan Powell 
and the National Museum Director, Mrs. Wilma 
Hughey during the administration of the late 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. (1986- 1989). Bishop 
L.H. Ford established a Historical Commission 
to enhance and expand the Historical Focus to 
include the Literary, the Archival and the 
Preservation of our historical landmarks 
(Lexington). Professor Tolbert currently serves as 
an Executive Board member and Archivist for 
the National Historical Commission under the 
chair of Bishop Ithiel Clemmons. 

On August 25, 1989, Professor Tolbert 
conferred with Dr. Charles Crawford, Professor 
of History at Memphis State University and a 
member of the Tennessee Historical Commission 
seeking directions to proceed with the nomination 
of Mason Temple to the National Register. Dr. 
Crawford provided him with guidelines to follow. 


RUBEN SCONIERS 
1906-1992 


On November 7, 1906, a baby boy was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Ruben Sconiers. He was given 
his fathers name. 

This boy child was some what different fro the 
rest of the siblings of the family, because the call 
of God was already upon his life. He was saved 
at an early age and he realized his life could be 
fuller after hearing a Holy Ghost filled message 
in a-small shack in Bellwood, Alabama. He was 
not contented until he had received the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. that was some 65 years ago. 

He, along with others established Church Of 
God In Christ in Bellwood. Later, he moved to 


Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 


291 Hernando Street e PO. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


Several months later, on October 5, 1989, Brother 
Odie contacted Ms. Cathy Marcinko-Bruner, the 
Preservation/Housing Supervisor, with the 
Memphis Landmarks Commission to further 
explore the nomination of Mason Temple to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
Washington, D.C. She likewise provided him 
with additional guidelines to meet the local 
prerequisites. Brother Tolbert researched and 
compiled the material needed for the nomination 
and it was forwarded to Ms. Marcinko-Bruner to 
submit to the Tennessee Historical Commission 
in Nashville, the State agency. This agency 
reviews and approves nominations prior to 
sending it to the U.S. Department of Interior in 
Washington, D.C. 

Professor Tolbert’s research contained a 
narrative portfolio of 60+ pages with maps, 
photos and other data pertinent for the nomination 
format. One map was illustrated by Mr. Ben 
Allen, a computer illustrator at Federal Express 
Corporation in Memphis, TN. Some of the Mason 
Temple complex photos were provided by Dr. 
David Hall, the Editor of The Whole Truth 
newspaper, the official newspaper of the COGIC. 
Postcard photos were provided by Elder A.B. 
McEwen, Jr., the son of the late Bishop A.B. 
McEwen, Sr. Simultaneously, as Professor 
Tolbert was researching and organizing his 
nomination format, the Memphis Heritage, Inc. 
(Memphis Cultural Survey Resources Survey) 
was also writing a proposal (23 pages of research) 
for the nomination of Mason Temple to the 
National Register. The data assimilation of 
Brother Tolbert’s proposal was supported by the 
following historical facts: 


1) The structure is now 50 years old, erected in 
1940 

2) Bishop C.H. Mason, the founder of the largest 
African American Pentecostal Church in 
America is entombed on the premises. 


Ruben Sconiers 


Second Class 
Postage Paid 
at 
Memphis, TN 


3) Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I’ve Been to the 
Mountain Top” speech was delivered at 
Mason Temple. 


On July 24, 1990, Professor Tolbert received 
a letter from Ms. Marcinko-Bruner of the 
Memphis Landmarks Commission about the 
nomination of Mason Temple to the National 
Register from the Tennessee Historical 
Commission. The Tennessee Historical Commis- 
sion had questions about some of the dates, 1938, 
1940-1945, that were on the nomination forms. 

After the death of Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr., 
in 1989, Bishop L.H. Ford and Bishop W.L. 
Porter conferred with Mayor Richard Hackett, 
past Mayor of the City of Memphis, about the 
Mason Temple nomination to the National 
Register. Mr. Hopkins used some of Professor 
Tolbert’s research, the research on the Memphis 
Heritage, Inc. and his own research to rewrite 
the nomination. 

On January 22, 1992, the Tennessee Historical 
Commission held a hearing on the Mason 
Temple’s nomination. At he hearing, after all 
documents were examined, the nomnation was 
approved by the State and Local Commission 
was sent to Bishop L.H. Ford with copies to 
Bishop W.L. Porter, Professor Tolbert, Mrs. 
Wilma Hughey and other interested persons and 
organizations announcing the approval of Mason 
Temple to the National Register of Historical 
Places in Washington, D.C. on April 10, 1992 
by the U.S. Department of Interior. 

Other projects that deal with preservation of 
the COGIC heritage that were begun by Professor 
Tolbert have included research for a landmark 
for Mason Temple from the Tennessee Historical 
Commission and trying to preserve the recently 
collapsed (on May 31, 1992) South Fort Pickering 
COGIC in Memphis, TN, Bishop C.H. Mason’s 
first church in Memphis, a COGIC national 
landmark heritage church. 


Cross City, Florida seeking work. Finding no 
Church Of God In Christ there, he organized a 
church. 

Later, he moved to Panama City, Florida 
seeking to make a better life for his family. Again, 
there was no Church Of God In Christ in Bay 
Harbor, so he proceeded to build one. Antioch 
Temple now stands as a memorial to the work 
of Ruben and Avie Lee Sconiers. 

Deacon Sconiers was not only a builder of 
churches, he was also a man of prayer and faith. 
It was nothing to have an all night prayer meeting 
and leave prayer and go to work. 

He was an excellent Bible scholar and a great 
soul winner with compassion, concern, and love 
for all. He built three houses on one large lot in 
order to insure the people had lodging. He loved 
providing a place of rest and plenty of food for 
all who would come. Many Church leaders rested 
at his home, including the late Bishop C.H. 
Mason, founder of the Church Of God In Christ. 

In 1924 Ruben wed Avie Lee McKelvin and 
she worked at his side faithfully for 50 years. 
The Lord called her home in 1974. To this union 
six children were born. 

In 1976 the Lord brought Ruthie Gipson into 
Ruben’s life. They were blessed to share their 
love til God called Ruben home Sunday, March 
1, at 4:40 p.m. 

He leaves to mourn his passing a devoted wife, 
Mrs. Ruthie Sconiers; two sons, Mr. William 
Sconiers (San Diego, CA) and Mr. Ruben 
Sconiers, Jr. (Chicago, IL); four daughters, Mrs. 
Hazel Johnson and Mrs. Martha Featherston (San 
Diego, CA), Mrs. Mamie Leonard (Los Angeles, 
CA) and Mrs. Lois Salter (Long Beach, CA); 
two brothers, Mr. Moses Sconiers (Graceville, 
FL) and Mr. Gent Corbitt (Enterprise, AL); four 
sons-in-law; two daughters-in-law; nine step- 
children; twenty grand-children, and fourteen 
great grand-children. 


